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Discover the Mushroom
Examine Mushroom Features
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Overview lllustration of Classic Cap Mushrooms
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1. Structure of the Mushroom

(0 Cearly defined stem
[0  Gills/Ridges (lines) or pores (holes) present
[] Different structure - jump to page 7 point 5

There maybe one or more
check marks possible.

2. Cap

2a Cap Shape
Ua b / Oc
spherical hemispherical convex
af / O

umbonate bell-shaped pointed folded

flattened funnel-shaped blunt

2b Cap Surface

sm00th cracked grooved furrowed
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2¢ Cap Color

Ua Ub [c [Jd e

white brown pink beige gray orange

Ol

black yellow red green blue purple
2d Comparing Top and Bottom of Cap
[] Top and battom sides are dif ferent
(] No differences between top and bottom - jump to page 5 paint %+
2e Cap Surface
[ The cap skin extends ta the margin
[J You can see the spare layer fram abave-the cap skin doesn’t reach the margin
Inwardly rolled margin is not a feature —
2f Cap Margin normal for young mushrooms.
(a b e [1d / /
subtle textured credked bent finely wavy coarsely wavy
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3. Spore Layer

Gills & Ridges Pores

0 Spare layer beneath the cap is present

[] No spare layer present— jump to page 5, paint %+

3a Spore layer color

TTTTT

white brown pink

beige gray orange
Ol
black yellow green blue purple

3b Spore layer shape

[J The spare layer under the cap is made up of gills or ridges

[J The spare layer under the cap is made up of pares — jump to page 5 paint 3f

[J If neither characteristic applies — jump to page 5 paint ‘+
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3¢ 6ill and Ridge Attachment (How do the gills connect to the stem?) q
[la b e
== ==

free notched adnate decurrent notched, sloping

3d Gills and Ridge Margin (What is the structure of the exposed ends of the gills or ridges?)
Ua b Oc
E B m\\\um\\m\\\\\\\(\\\\\\\“‘“‘““““““\ %
smooth ciliate notched serrated
3e Gill and Ridge Arrangement (How are the gills or ridges spaced in relation to each other?) q
[Ja same length
Only regularly shortened gills
are considered interspersed;
single exceptions do not
[Jb branched Uc intermixed
Closely spaced gills might look
like they branch, but only true
branches should be counted. [d interconnected -
7 — Jump to page 5 paint '+
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3f Pore Arrangement (What shape and size are the pores?)

[Ja same length

(b delicately rounded [Jc coarse diamond shape

Od irreqular

Y. Stem

D Stem present
D Stemis very shart or missing — jump to page 9 point 6

t+a Stem Position (Where is the stem attached to the cap?)

[la [1b
centered lateral
A O
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4+b Stem Color

T

white brown pink beige
Og Oh Oi 0j
black yellow red green blue purple

% Stem Shape

TTTTT

Zylindrisch oben ver jungt ZUgespitzt spindelig keulig

+d Ring and Fiber Remnants on the Stem The web-like layer comes of f easily and is hard

to spot; check the margin of the cap as well.

[a Ub [c [Jd

L G
— PR

ascending hanging web-like not available
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The features aren't always found
along the entire system.
Ye Stem Characteristics (What is the texture of the stem?)
Ua b
smooth grooved netted grainy scaly reticulated
U3
Reticulated is a color pattern, not
a structure.
chambered hollow deeply hollow - jump to page 9 point 6
5. Other Appearance Features
5a Fruiting Body Shape
Ua Llb Uc [d (e Of
wavy elongated coral-like ear-shaped funnel-shaped rounded
Ug
bottle-shaped compact
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5b. Fruiting Body Surface
Ua

subtle

5c Fruiting Body Color

[Ja
white brown pink beige gray orange
Uh Qi 0j Ol
black yellow red green blue purple
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6. Flesh (What color is the inside of the mushroom?)

Advanced Level

6a Felsh Color

Ua UIb [c

white

brown pink

Important: Must be answered
for every mushroom!

black yellow red green blue purple
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Want to identify more mushrooms and explore
them interactively?

Then head over to

3"'EI

e :_:—...:,.x.m §
Lok
E"Lw@

Fungi.Kniffelix.de

www.kniffelix.de is the free hands-on experimentation website, created by the Young Researchers' Initiative Children's
Researchers at the TUHH. The aim of the initiative is to make science, technology and research accessible to everyone
in a generally understandable way: from everyday life to experimentation to research and career orientation
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